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BACTERIOLOGICAL REVIEWS
AIMS AND SCOPE

Bacteriological Reviews is issued quarterly in March, June, September, and December.
The four numbers published in one calendar year constitute a volume. The subscription
price is $4.00 per year in the USA; $4.25 per year in Canada; and $4.50 elsewhere. Single
copies when available, $1.50 in the USA ; $1.75 elsewhere. Members of the American Society
for Microbiology receive Bacteriological Reviews for part of their dues.

Bacteriological Reviews is published by the American Society for Microbiology to pro-
vide authoritative critical surveys on the current status of subjects and problems in the
diverse fields of microbiology and cognate disciplines, such as immunology and genetics.
This scope includes the occasional short monograph, incorporating and summating original
investigations of such breadth and significance that they would lose cogency if published
as a series of research papers. Bacteriological Reviews provides opportunity for the expert
to interpret his special knowledge for the benefit of the main body of microbiologists. Both
established workers and students just beginning research perforce depend increasingly on
compendia for knowledge of progress outside the scope of their training and research in-
terests.

A rational, balanced, interpretive development of the topic is preferred to a chrono-
logical treatment. Old history, if any, usually can be covered simply by reference to earlier
reviews. A mere compilation or annotated bibliography does not adequately serve the ob-
jeotives of this journal. Judicious selection of references is an important function of the
reviewer and should constitute the first step in composition of a review. Personal views of
authors may be presented as perspectives or test hypotheses. Suggestions of topies and
potential reviewers are invited, even if the correspondent does not consider the prepara-
tion of a review himself.

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Correspondence relating to editorial matters should be addressed to the Editor

Erwin Neter
State University of New York at Buffalo and Children’s Hospital
219 Bryant Street
Buffalo, New York 14222

Manuscripts and associated material should be sent in duplicate by first-class mail in flat
form, not folded or rolled. Bacteriological Reviews cannot assume responsibility for manu-
scripts.

pProspective authors are invited to discuss with the Editor the suitability of their pro-
posed essays. Submittal of a synopsis or topical outline for an advisory opinion is recom-
mended, for it often elicits valuable constructive suggestions from editorial consultants.
The acceptability of a review cannot, of course, be finally decided until the finished product
has been examined. The length of a paper is no measure of its quality, and it is only the
latter that determines acceptability for publication. However, practical considerations
make it desirable to set a provisional limit of 15 to 25 printed pages for a review (text,
tables, figures, and references included; about 650 to 700 words of text or 28 references
per page). References should be limited proportionately to not more than 100 to 150. A
short monograph must come within the size of a single issue. Reprints are sold to con-
tributors at cost; a reprint-order blank is sent with proof.

The editorial style of Bacteriological Reviews conforms to the Style Manual for Biological
Journals (American Institute of Biological Sciences, 2000 P Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C.; $3.00), except for the following qualifications. Author abstracts are not used. Refer-
ences should be listed alphabetically according to the last name of the senior author, num-
bered serially, and cited by number in the text. A table of contents showing the major
headings, major subheadings, and minor subheadings of the text is usually desirable; con-
sult recent issues of Bacteriological Reviews for styling. Instructions to authors published
in the Journal of Bacteriology apply also to manuscripts submitted to Bacteriological Re-
views.

Experience shows that the following matters need special emphasis because they are fre-
quently ignored by authors. To expedite editorial review and preparation for the printers,
submit two copies of manuscript, including illustrations. Submittal of original drawings, not
larger than 815 x 11 inches, is encouraged; glossy prints are suitable, not larger than 84 x
11 inches and preferably not smaller than 5 x 7 inches. Where appropriate, magnification
should be indicated by a suitable scale on the photograph. Double space everything, including
quotations, tables, legends for text figures, and references. This is essential to allow space
for corrections and printer’s instructions. Check each reference cited with the original pub-
lication; be sure to include titles and both first and last pages. Avoid references to unpub-
lished data and personal communication; if unavoidable, use these citations in the text only,
not in the list of references. It is preferable to summarize the supporting evidence wherever
possible. It is the author’s responsibility to obtain permission from the copyright owner to
reproduce figures, tables, or quotations of more than 12 lines of text taken intact from
previous publications, either his own or those of another author. Note that as a rule the
journal or publisher (not the editor or author) is the copyright owner; however, as a matter
of courtesy the author’s permission should be obtained as well.
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